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had assured him that he would be able to produce evidence
that would drive Eoosevelt forever from political life. This
adviser, William M. Ivins, had previously brought Barnes
successfully through a litigation in which his political meth-
ods had been under inspection, and this success had given
Barnes implicit faith in the ability of Ivins to do what he
said he could do with Roosevelt's reputation. Ivins himself
made open profession of his absolute confidence in the out-
come of the trial. He went about telling his acquaintances
that he had Roosevelt's doom in his hands. Among others
he said to Elihu Root, on the eve of the trial: " I am going
to Syracuse to-morrow to nail Roosevelt's hide to the
fence." To this Mr. Root replied: " Ivins, let me give you
a piece of advice. I know Roosevelt and you want to be
very sure that it is Roosevelt's hide that you get on the
fence."

The purpose of Ivins was to show, mainly by Eoosevelt's
letters, that he had during his public career been guilty of
political methods similar to those with which he had charged
Barnes, that while professing superior political virtue, he
had in practice worked hand in hand with political bosses,
yielding to their demands and acquiescing in their methods.
With this end in view all of Roosevelt's correspondence
for more than thirty years was ransacked for incriminating
evidence. All of his letters to political leaders were sought
and obtained and produced in court. Roosevelt himself tes-
tified that during his political career he had written from
100,000 to 150,000 letters. Interviews and speeches, as well
as letters, were searched for evidence. Never before had the
career of a public man been subjected to more exhausting
inspection, and no public man had ever before written and
spoken so voluminously about his political purposes, con-
duct, and acts.

The trial began on April 19,1915, and continued till May
22. Roosevelt was the first witness, taking the stand in his
own behalf on April 20, and giving evidence in support of
his charges against Barnes. On April 22, at the close of
his direct testimony, Mr. Ivins began a cross-examination